Explanatory Writing - Writing to a Quotation

· An  “Explanatory” writing task requires you to compose an ESSAY (not a story)

· This essay will be based on a quotation, an adage (familiar saying), or a topic any student can write about

· Your job is to INFORM the reader or EXPLAIN your point of view, SHARE your knowledge, CONVEY your ideas

· Your response may be based on your PERSONAL KNOWLEDGE OR EXPERIENCE, or on INFORMATION PRESENTED TO YOU IN  THE WRITING PROMPT 

A good explanatory essay does the following things (in a 5 paragraph format):

Introductory Paragraph (3-4 sentences)

· Restate the quote exactly as it appears in the prompt. Be sure to use quotation marks. 

· Explain what you think the quote means. Make sure your interpretation completely relates to the quote and that your explanation is clear.

Body Paragraphs (paragraphs 2, 3 and 4) (6-8 sentences each)

· In each body paragraph, choose an example from (your) life that relates to your interpretation of the quote

· State your example clearly in the topic sentence, then use facts, details, or personal experiences that clearly show that the way you interpreted the quote is logical

· Be sure to end each body paragraph with a meaningful closing sentence that refers back to the quote and the main idea of the paragraph

· Use vivid descriptive language, similes, metaphors and transition words throughout the paragraph 

· Be specific!!! Don’t leave the reader wondering what you mean.

Closing Paragraph (2 – 3 sentences)

· Summarize by briefly referring  to the examples in your body paragraphs and how they apply to the quote

· Restate the quote and your interpretation of it
Here’s what it looks like on the NJ ASK test . . . 
Sample response written by an 8th grade student on the 2008 NJ ASK. This received the highest score (6) from NJ ASK scorers.

A “path with no obstacles’ would certainly be most people’s dream come true. Imagine living life without any problems. Imagine finding success without having to face failure. Imagine what such a life would be. To me, this quote holds the truth of life. Of course, not having to run into mistakes would be a dream come true for me. But at the same time, it would also be my own dreadful loss. Obstacles, failures, mistakes; every single challenge one encounters happens for a reason. A “path with no obstacles” is not natural. In spite of what everyone thinks, obstacles are necessary in everyone’s path to succeed. 


If one thinks about some of the most successful people in life, nearly every single one had great, if not insurmountable, obstacles in their “paths.” Albert Einstein, for instance, suffered from mental retardation as well as rejection from the first college he applied to. But those obstacles were necessary for his incredible contributions to the science community today. Another example is Bill Gates, the second richest man in the world and chairman of Microsoft. Gates was ostracized by his peers during his elementary years, but such hardships made him the successful figure he is today. 


Failure is like oxygen in my life. It occurs all around me. It occurs to me. It is an omnipresent “thing”! Obstacles are what prepare us for life by teaching us a little more about ourselves and the world and people around us. To be where I am today, I had to swim through an enormous pool of failures. Although I drowned at some points I always came back up and kept on swimming. A good example of this, as well as the importance of failure, is when I first entered middle school. Throughout elementary school, I was able to succeed in all of my coursework without much effort. Only after I got my first failing grade did I learn that it is important to prepare ahead. This failure taught me how it’s a competitive world, and one has to work hard to get by. 


Now some people may be thinking that there are those that seem to be successful, powerful, and rich without effort. But what I believe is either they had a major failure already, or there is one waiting for them in the corner. Take wealthy people for example. Most wealthy people by birth are so accustomed to royal treatment that they have not learned the importance and difficulty of earning money. As a result, if he or she somehow loses money, survival will be difficult.  Many singers and movie stars have also faced obstacles in their life. Famous Singer Shaleira was renounced by her music teacher because her voice was too strong. Many movie stars were very unsuccessful during their first years but eventually climbed up to fame. 


A path without obstacles probably does not lead somewhere because there is probably nowhere to lead to. Paths in life are made up of mistakes, and the destination is the culmination, the results, the golden lessons learned from mistakes. Just how these people failed, I also failed. I failed in my youth and I probably will fail many more times And to tell you the truth, without failure, I would have absolutely no idea at all where I would have ended up. But I can say this honestly: it would certainly be a bad place. 

Writing Task__________________________________________________________________________





As part of a language arts class assignment, you have been asked to consider how the following quotation is related to you.





	If you find a path with no obstacles, it probably doesn’t lead anywhere.


								                --Anonymous


 


Write an essay stating what this quotation means to you. Use details and examples in your essay.








