Writing to a Quotation Assignment
In this book, Bear makes several very meaningful statements. Choose ONE of the quotations below and, using the attached organizer and outline, write a rough draft of a 5 paragraph essay about what the quotation means to you. 

#1 (pg. 83) “Neither trust nor love any mortal. Then, the only one who can betray you is yourself.”

#2 (pg. 89) “Music is the tongue of souls.”
#3 (pg. 90) “The only difference between a live fool and a dead one is that the dead one has a deeper grave.”
#4 (pg. 101)  “Wheat and trust take a full season to grow.”
#5 (pg. 110) “The greater a man’s – or boy’s – ignorance of the world, the more certain he is that he sits in the center of it.

#6 (pg. 111) “Living by answers is a form of death. It’s only questions that keep you alive.”

	Rubric:  Writing to a Quotation (Explanatory Writing)


	CATEGORY 
	4       A to B+
	3      B to C+
	2     C to D+
	1     D to F

	Introduction (Organization) 
	The introduction is interesting, incorporates the quotation and provides a thorough explanation of the writer's interpretation of the quote. 
	The introduction is somewhat interesting, incorporates the quotation and provides a partial explanation of the writer's interpretation of the quote. 
	Introduction does not incorporate the quote OR lacks explanation of the writer's interpretation of the quote. 
	There is no clear reference to the quote and the writer does not interpret its meaning.

	First Body (support) Paragraph 
	Includes a topic sentence that states an example clearly related to the quote, body sentences that add full explanation and detail to support the example, and a meaningful closing sentence that states the importance of the example. 
	Includes a topic sentence that states an example clearly related to the quote, body sentences that add some explanation and detail to support the example, and a closing sentence that attempts to explain the importance or meaning of the example. 
	Lacks a topic sentence that states an example clearly related to the quote OR  body sentences may be lacking/confusing OR may not include a closing sentence. 
	Topic sentence may not provide an example related to the quote, body sentences may be lacking or confusing, AND closing sentence not included. 

	Second Body (support) Paragraph 
	Includes a topic sentence that states an example clearly related to the quote, body sentences that add full explanation and detail to support the example, and a meaningful closing sentence that states the importance of the example.
	Includes a topic sentence that states an example clearly related to the quote, body sentences that add some explanation and detail to support the example, and a closing sentence that attempts to explain the importance or meaning of the example.
	Lacks a topic sentence that states an example clearly related to the quote OR  body sentences may be lacking/confusing OR may not include a closing sentence.
	Topic sentence may not provide an example related to the quote, body sentences may be lacking or confusing, AND closing sentence not included.

	Third Body (support) Paragraph 
	Includes a topic sentence that states an example clearly related to the quote, body sentences that add full explanation and detail to support the example, and a meaningful closing sentence that states the importance of the example.
	Includes a topic sentence that states an example clearly related to the quote, body sentences that add some explanation and detail to support the example, and a closing sentence that attempts to explain the importance or meaning of the example.
	Lacks a topic sentence that states an example clearly related to the quote OR  body sentences may be lacking/confusing OR may not include a closing sentence.
	Topic sentence may not provide an example related to the quote, body sentences may be lacking or confusing, AND closing sentence not included.

	Closing Paragraph 
	Restates quote in an interesting way, clearly summarizes the three examples from the body paragraph, ends with a closing that tells the importance or meaning of the quote. 
	Does not restate quote OR does not include a summary of three examples from body ( or they need more detail) OR does not contain a meaningful closing. 
	Does not restate quote, does not include summary of three examples from body, OR does not contain a meaningful closing. 
	Does not restate quote, does not summarize main ideas, and/or does not include a meaningful closing sentence. 


	


